Ethics & Philosophy 2101

The Reader

Film Study Assignment #1

Is Hanna a character with whom you sympathize? Do you think the storyteller wishes for her to be a vindicated character? Why or Why not?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We all make conscious decisions in life. Why did Hanna not learn to read sooner, and perhaps avoid “having” to work in the camps?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Michael’s fellow law student expresses anger regarding the guards at the camps and at the German people in general, stating that there had been thousands of camps and that everyone had to have known what was going on. He says: “They had to have known and when they found out, how could they not shoot themselves for doing nothing?”  Respond to this statement.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Hanna poses a question to the judge at her trial which leaves him speechless: “What would you have done?”  The same question is posed to you here.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The story focuses on the themes of justice, shame, guilt, forgiveness and reason; Not just for Hanna and Michael but for everyone. Can anything justify the committing of such despicable or heinous acts of cruelty? Could these perpetrators ever be forgiven? Who should be considered the guilty parties?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The initial relationship between Hanna and Michael was, on the surface a simple one. However the depth of its complexity came to light over the course of many years. What positives did they each take away from their initial relationship? How was it damaging to them both in the long run?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

