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Worksheet #4

Religion vs. Medical Science

Read the following article:

http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2007/mar/20/health.lifeandhealth
Eleven year old Kara Neumann died from diabetes when her parents chose prayer over medical attention. The parents are now being charged with reckless endangerment over the death of their daughter because of their choice.

The courts have become increasingly involved in cases such as this these.  However, the answers to one question often only produce more questions.  For instance,

 - How involved should the courts be in matters of religion?  

 - Does the right to life supersede the right to freedom of religion? 

 - Does the child have a right to choose medical treatment over religious prayer as a minor?  

Consider the effects of prayer and religion on illness:  It is often believed that patients will improve physically if they believe that others are praying for them. Evidence has been collected in everyone from cancer patients to those who contract the flu.  This adds a new and interesting level to the debate discussed above.  

· How do you think this affects the argument for parents who rely on prayer to heal?   

(from medicalscienceblog.com)


