




      Ethics and Philosophy 2101


Name:

Medical Ethics

Worksheet #1

PRIMUM NON NOCERE (latin) meaning, “First, do no harm.”

This is the central principle behind the field of medical ethics.  

It reminds the physician and other health care providers that they must consider the possible harm that any intervention might do. It is invoked when debating the use of an intervention that carries an obvious risk of harm but a less certain chance of benefit.

Discuss each of the following.  Be sure to reflect on multiple arguments for each scenario.

1.
Consider the following case:

A person has been diagnosed with a serious and almost certainly fatal disease. The patient investigates new procedures, drugs and treatment options which are still in experimental stages in another part of the world, and not yet approved in the patient’s home country. It is believed that the treatment may have profound side effects including:  heart attack, seizures, dimentia and depression.  Despite the risks, the patient requests that the physician write a letter to the government stating that the experimental procedures/treatments will prolong the patient’s life, and all associated costs should be covered through the government’s publicly tax-funded universal health care plan. 

·   What good would this do?

·   What harm could it do?

·   What are the obligations of the patient? The physician?  The government?

2. Where does well-being stop and health begin?  For example, if the job of a cosmetic surgeon is often to help people feel better about themselves by giving them a new nose, younger looking skin or a thinner physique, are such physicians ‘physicians’ in the traditional sense? Have they become service providers where what the customer wants, the customer gets?  Discuss.  

3. Can you think of instances where those who took the oath of Primum non nocere did not adhere to the rule?  What were the repercussions?


