
Ethics and Philosophy 2101

Media Ethics Assignment

*Assignments should be typed (12 pt. Arial or Times New Roman font) or neatly handwritten (double-spaced in dark blue or black ink).  Staples only. No duotangs, please. Please ensure that your name is clearly printed on your first page.

* While it is not necessary to be cited in full research format, it is essential to include a page which outlines any website addresses or other sources from which you have gained your findings.

Assignments should take the form of a research-based essay written in formal style. You may wish to include personal reflections and opinions, only after you have fully unpacked and reflected upon your own thorough research.

· Choose ONE of the following options:
Option #1:

Who was Marshall McLuhan? Research / Outline at least two of his theories surrounding media and society’s relationship with media outlets. Discuss in detail how McLuhan’s theories are relevant to our media-driven culture today.

Option #2:

What is included in the journalist’s code of ethics?  Is it reasonable to ask journalists to be unbiased? Why or why not?  Outline / discuss at least four specific journalists or journalistic organizations (from any field of journalism) and discuss how they work (or do not work) within the parameters of journalistic integrity? How do journalists have the power to shape our personal code of ethics?

Option #3:

What is censorship? How and why is it used? Whose interests does it serve? Do you agree or disagree with its use in our society? What effect has it had on your life? Are you okay living in an ignorant bliss? Discuss.

Option #4:

Research and discuss one specific wikileak.org story. Do the findings shock you? Why or why not? What are the potential positive or negative effects of such disclosures?

What are your opinions about the wikileak organization? Does it help or harm? How does the organization use or abuse the idea of Ethics?

Option #5:

Choose one typically stereotyped group (as per the list compiled in class) and explore how various media mediums/outlets/organizations have worked in creating a particular stereotype. Give specific examples from pop culture (tv, music, film, magazines, internet, etc.) of how the stereotype has been at work.  Is the image that has been created accurate? Is it fair? Is it damaging?  Explain. Why do you think the media play upon or provoke such stereotypes?  Can media stereotyping have positive effects? What measures could be taken to help combat harmful stereotyping throughout the media?

