
Ethics & Social Justice 2106

While listed as part of the province’s Religious Studies curriculum programming, Social Justice and Ethics 2106 aims to expose students to a broad vision of the role which living belief systems play in our society and daily lives.  This course aims to help students discover the roots of their own ethical groundings and act upon their connections with the global community with the goal of a more critical, active and transformative view toward social justice.  

Text:  
  Selected Readings (as supplied by the teacher)

Materials:   It is recommended that students have a dedicated duotang or small binder which will 
        accomodate course readings and journal writings.

Specific Curriculum Outcomes:

Students will be expected to examine the historical impact of religion on beliefs, cultures, and 
traditions. Students will:
· 
Examine what is meant by social justice, social activism and global responsibility. 

· 
Assess the inﬂuence living belief systems may have on social justice and social activism.

Students will be expected to develop an understanding of beliefs, principles, and practices of 
various living belief systems.

Students will be expected to examine the meaning and relevance of sacred texts.

· 
Identify social justice issues as they are presented in various sacred texts. 

· 
Examine the inﬂuence various sacred texts may have on the development of personal world view.

Students will be expected to demonstrate an appreciation for personal search, commitment and 
meaning for life. 

· 
Develop an understanding of how social activism may impact personal search and 
commitment in life. 
· 
Explore how various living belief systems view sexuality and gender roles. 

· 
Explore how various living belief systems view the role of work 

· 
Examine how identity and worldview are inﬂuenced by relationships, gender roles, work, leisure 
and culture. 

Students will be expected to examine moral and ethical issues and teachings. 

· 
Develop an understanding of how personal decision making may impact social practices. 

· 
Examine the inﬂ uence media and technology may have on personal decision making. 

· 
Examine how various living belief systems view issues presented by media and technology. 

· 
Question the inﬂuences of media and technology on morality and ethics in the development their 

worldviews.

Students will be expected to develop an appreciation for the connectedness of all creation. 

· 
Explore the ramiﬁcations of the connectedness of the global community. 

· 
Assess challenges to building a global community. 

· 
Examine the inﬂuence technology may have on building a global community.

Students will be expected to examine to demonstrate an understanding of the relationship 
between religion and science. 

· 
Explore the teachings and traditions of various living belief systems towards the 
environment. 

· 
Analyze the debate between creationism and scientiﬁc explanations of creation. 
· 
Examine the inﬂuence of technology on environmental stewardship. 

· 
Investigate the moral and ethical inﬂuences on environmental issues. 

· 
Develop a personal environmental action plan (EAP).

· 
Investigate ethical implications of technological changes in health, medicine and genetics.

Students will be expected to examine the inﬂuence of religion on contemporary issues and events. 

· 
Investigate perspectives of peace and security as presented by various living belief systems. 

· 
Demonstrate an understanding of how worldviews affect peace and security. 

· 
Investigate how various living belief systems approach social justice issues. 

· 
Examine inﬂuences which impact issues of tolerance and caring and social activism 

· 
Assess their own responses to various social justice issues.

· 
Reﬂect on their worldview with respect to social justice, social activism and global 

responsibility. 

The course has five units, each of which will be approximately 10 classes in duration.
Unit 1:  Perspectives
Unit 2:  Connections
Unit 3:  Peace and Security
Unit 4:  The Environment
Unit 5:  Value
Evaluation:  The focus of assessment for this course is on how to think (i.e. metacognition) rather 
        than what to know (i.e. memorization).
Participation:                  


     10%
Social Justice Action Research:                          20%
Reflective Journal:                     

     20%
Quizzes/Assignments:     


     40%   
Self Assessment:         


     10%

